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setting and achieving the standard 

for minimising the impact of waste 

on the environment

MI
ND

AR

IE R
EGIONAL COUNCIL



W
  We’ve g   

We’ve g   

We’ve got to try.

We’ve simply got to.

We’ve GOT to try.

Committed
to less waste

  

We are all in this together. We’ve only got one planet,

Earth, to call our home. At home, we need to reduce,

reuse and recycle – and dispose wisely. We need to 

reduce our consumption; reuse what we currently have;

recycle what we no longer need; and dispose of our

waste correctly.

We can, and must, work together to leave this place 

better than the way we found it.

Almost daily, we read or hear words about the 
poor health of the environment, climate change,
global warming, toxic chemicals, ground water 
contamination and land degradation, ozone 
layers depleting. Irrefutable evidence.

Seems serious. And so it is.
Individually, we can do little things. Collectively, we can

do great things. Our actions do make a difference. It’s

what community is all about.

We’ve got to try. We’ve got to give it a go.
The waste we create demands our attention.

Put the right stuff in the right bin, and we’ve instantly

made a real, practical, meaningful contribution.

Put the wrong stuff in the wrong bin, and we don’t help

our environment, our world. Simple.

When we do the right thing, poisons, batteries and acids

don’t get to seriously damage groundwater, the land, or

the air we breathe. When we do the right thing, normal

household waste is reincarnated as compost, or energy,

or new or recycled products.

It’s impossible not to be aware of the burden we are 

currently placing on Mother Earth. We know we have to

change. But, knowing what and how to is the issue for 

many of us.

The MRC cares about waste. Enormously.
That’s why in 2009, WA’s biggest waste management 

authority opened the region’s first Resource Recovery 

Facility in the Neerabup Industrial Area, through an 

agreement with BioVision 2020 Pty Ltd, to convert 

normal household waste into market-quality compost. 

That’s why the MRC is actively engaged in supporting

its community in learning more, in changing attitudes

and behaviours, and being more effective in managing

household waste, through its Waste Education programs

and initiatives.

That’s why the MRC has worked so hard to make its

landfill, waste disposal and recycling centre at Tamala

Park so efficient in receiving and disposing of the

370,000 tonnes of waste it receives each year.
  We should all try
to reduce the waste
that goes to landfill
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Responsible Landfill

Green Power
As waste decomposes in landfill it produces methane

gas - a useful fuel but a potent greenhouse gas if let 

out into the atmosphere.

At Tamala Park methane gas is extracted from the 

landfill and is used to generate electricity. 

The project is a joint venture between the MRC and

Landfill Gas and Power Pty Ltd. The gas extraction

process offers a significant decrease in odour 

emanating from the landfill site; a lessening of adverse

impacts on the atmosphere; improved conditions for

plant life to regenerate; and a lessening of the need to

consume fossil fuels to generate electricity.

The process generates sufficient electricity to light and

power the equivalent of about 5500 households under

normal conditions.

The Tamala Park landfill at 1700 Marmion Avenue, 

Mindarie receives about 1,000 tonnes of waste a day,

every day of the year. That’s the equivalent of about 150

rubbish trucks a day.

The waste is generated by some 590,000 people living

in the Cities of Joondalup, Perth, Stirling and Wanneroo,

and the Towns of Cambridge, Victoria Park and Vincent. 

Tamala Park is licensed as a Class II waste disposal 

facility, which means that biodegradable waste can be

sent to landfill. No liquids such as oils, sewage, petrol,

chemicals or swill can be accepted. Tamala Park is one

of the largest landfill sites of this class in WA, and is the

first government-run landfill in Western Australia to 

receive ISO 14001 accreditation.

Since its opening in 1991, Tamala Park has received

about 5 million tonnes of waste for disposal. Forecasts

indicate that the landfill will reach its capacity of about

10 million tonnes of waste in 2021, and will then be

closed.

As a community, we simply can’t keep filling up landfill

sites at this rate for much longer. It’s environmentally 

unsustainable and literally a waste of resources.

How do we 

minimise the impact 

of waste on the 

environment?



Resource Recovery

In 2009, the MRC commissioned a Resource 

Recovery Facility (RRF) in the Neerabup Industrial 

Estate. Built, owned and operated by BioVision 2020

Pty Ltd under contract to MRC, the RRF represents a

major shift in the way the MRC does its business.

The RRF uses a technology based on a natural 

biological process called aerobic digestion to convert

100,000 tonnes of ordinary household waste from

your green-lid wheelie bin each year into up to 40,000

tonnes of quality compost, reducing the volume of

waste sent annually to landfill by up to 20%. 

The compost produced can be used to enrich soils,

not only by adding some quality nutrients, but to add

body and structure to Perth’s deficient soils aiding

water retention, a bonus in our dry climate.

Future stages of the Resource Recovery Facility, 

proposed for development over the next decade, will

enable all of the region’s household waste to go

through a process to recover usable material, steadily

reducing the amount of waste going to landfill.

A very significant development 
to divert waste from landfill and    
recover reusable material.

BioVisionBioVision20202020



Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Dispose Wisely

The Recycling Centres at Tamala Park and Balcatta offer the public a number 

of opportunities to do their bit and reduce the waste going to landfill. 

As a community, the best way to minimise the impact of waste on the 

environment is to avoid buying products with excessive packaging 

and to reduce excessive consumption.

If your household has items that are too good to 

throw away or aren’t needed anymore, they can be 

disposed of for free at a Recycling Centre. Many items 

normally put out for the bulk verge collection, such as

furniture, barbecues, bikes, toys, swing sets, and fitness

equipment often just go to landfill. 

So, by taking them to the Recycling Centre, these items 

can be given a second or third lease on life. 

A large range of products are

collected at the Recycling

Centre and are recycled free

of charge. 

From aluminium cans, bottles 

and cardboard to fridges and 

air-conditioners as well as 

e-waste (computers and TVs), 

batteries, mobile phones, 

fluorescent tubes and globes. 

DISPOSE

RECOVER

RECYCLE

REUSE

REDUCE

AVOID

  

Some items SHOULD NOT be disposed of in either your green or yellow-lidded

bin, skip bin or verge collection. These items include batteries (all types), 

chemicals (pesticides, pool chemicals, cleaners and acids), paints, flammable

liquids, fluorescent tubes/globes and gas bottles. Many of these items contain

toxic materials but, if disposed correctly, can be either safely neutralised or 

recycled. 

Residents can bring in household hazardous wastes to a Recycling Centre and

have them safely disposed for free. Look out for special Disposal Days held in

different council areas during the year.

Every little bit counts: Waste cooking oil received at Tamala Park from

restaurants and homes is converted to biodiesel to fuel some of the small 

vehicles operating at Tamala Park. 



Environment

Tamala Park has received ISO 14001 certification, making the landfill site the first Government-controlled waste

management facility to achieve the standard in WA. 

Environmental management of the Tamala Park site covers a number of aspects including groundwater monitoring,

bushland management and fire prevention. 

A comprehensive revegetation program is undertaken at Tamala Park as each section of the landfill is closed and

capped. Over the past year alone more than 1000 trees and 14,000 tube stock have been planted as part of the

MRC’s commitment to revegetate the site and return it to good condition, and to provide a buffer to reduce potential

dust, litter and visual impact. 

Monitoring
The landfill is lined with a special protective membrane 

to prevent seepage of leachate into the groundwater

below the landfill.

Groundwater monitoring has been conducted at Tamala

Park by a CSIRO team since 1988, and is an integral

component of the MRC’s Environmental Management

and Monitoring policies and procedures.

Groundwater samples are taken from bores throughout

the site on a yearly basis and analysed to identify the 

different chemicals present.

The water table or aquifer running underground at Tamala

Park is about 40 metres below ground. Its highest point is

at least two metres below the bottom of the landfill.

The monitoring results indicate groundwater impacts are

limited to the shallow and mid-regions of the aquifer

rather than across the entire water table, and in close

proximity to the landfill site. The concentration levels are

not considered to pose a risk to health.

  Reduce, Reuse,
    Recycle, and

  Dispose Wisely



We’ve got to try

We’We’ve got to t
Our education program includes:

� Tours of the facilities.

� Visits to the Education Centre at Tamala Park and   

Visitors Centre at the RRF.

� The Roaming Recycler, the waste education trailer   

which visits schools, shows and community events   

with its displays and games.

� School visits.

� Earth Carers training courses and events.

� Special disposal days for Household Hazardous 

Waste (HHW) and e-waste.

� Special projects like the collection of dry celled 

batteries and fluorescent tubes and globes for 

recycling, and events recycling.

� Information brochures.

� The use of Kneedeep the frog to make waste issues    

more interesting and fun.
� Community talks and demonstrations.

Visit our website www.mrc.wa.gov.au for more 

information or call us on 9306 6348 for a tour of our

facilities.

Minimising the impact of waste on the environment is something we can all contribute to. The MRC has a

strong communications and education strategy to engage with the community. The MRC aims to get the

waste message across to as many people in the region as possible.

Connecting with our community

Garden waste 
makes great 

compost



Mindarie Regional Council

The MRC is WA’s largest waste management authority, managing the disposal of about 370,000 tonnes of waste 
generated each year by people living in its seven member Councils. The MRC member Councils are: the Cities of 
Joondalup, Perth, Stirling and Wanneroo and the Towns of Cambridge, Victoria Park and Vincent.

MINDARIE REGIONAL COUNCIL
Administration Office  & Waste Disposal and Recycling Facility

TAMALA PARK
1700 Marmion Avenue, Mindarie WA 6030  PO Box 2746 Clarkson WA 6030

Telephone (08) 9306 6303  Facsimile (08) 9306 6399  
www.mrc.wa.gov.au

THE TAMALA PARK WASTE DISPOSAL CENTRE is open weekdays, weekends and 
public holidays (excluding Christmas Day, New Year’s Day and Good Friday) from 8am 
to 4.45pm for the receival of general waste and domestic household rubbish.

THE TAMALA PARK RECYCLING CENTRE is open to the public for the drop off of 
second hand goods and recyclables seven days per week and for sales and shop
access Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday, 8am to 4.45pm (with the exception of 
Christmas Day, New Year’s Day and Good Friday). 

THE RECYCLING CENTRE BALCATTA (238 Balcatta Road, Balcatta) is open
every day from 7.30am to 4pm (except Christmas Day, New Year’s Day and Good
Friday).
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    Recycle, and

  Dispose Wisely
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